
The purpose of this guide is to give Educators, Parents, and Administrators more  
information about a production before you choose your viewing experience.

STATS
Streaming Available: February 22-April 28, 2021
Approximate Run Time: 47 minutes 
Curricular tie-ins provided for: Grades 7-12

ABOUT THE SHOW
One of Shakespeare’s most celebrated comedies,  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, uncovers a world of magic 
just outside the city limits and just inside the human 
heart. Helena loves Demetrius, Demetrius is after Hermia, 
and Hermia only has eyes for Lysander.  The fairy royals 
are having a lover’s spat and Puck is enlisted to exact 
vengeance. Add a hilarious play-within-a-play and a 
magical flower and you have a perfect storm of comedy. 
In a compact adaptation, this mold-breaking tale of 
freshly-minted love is sure to speak to the experiences 
of young audiences and inspire them to realize a world 
where Shakespeare is for anyone and everyone.  
 
BardWired’s presentation of A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
challenges the audience to examine the woven stories 
of The Fairies, The Lovers, and The Mechanicals as they 
step out of the structures of Athens and discover what 
truths the forest holds. Throughout this journey are 
conversations about status, empowerment, and breaking 
free of the rules and roles that society expects us to play.

YOU SHOULD KNOW
Below is information about the show you are going to 

see that will aid educators in priming their students 

for challenging or adult situations in the productions. 

Please contact education@asolo.org if you have  

any questions.

●

A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a modern retelling of one of 
Shakespeare’s most beloved and magical comedies. In 
a contemporary twist on the tradition of Shakespearean 
casting, this production of A Midsummer Night's Dream 
takes a playful approach to gender through gender-
swapped casting.
 
An example, the male actor who plays Titania has glitter 
in his beard and wears a corset. The female actor who 
plays Oberon wears a suit.   

Viewers will be immersed in our digital forest as we 
combine theatre and film to bring magic to life, highlight 
the humor and joy of the production, and unlock 
Shakespearean language for the modern viewer.

JANUARY 15 – MARCH 13, 2021

By William Shakespeare
Adapted and Directed by Celine Rosenthal
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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM  
    GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

THANK YOU
to our wonderful Education & Engagement 
sponsors. To learn more, please visit: 
https://www.asolorep.org/engage-learn/
school-programs/asolo-rep-online-tour

POST-SHOW 
	● What did you see? What did you hear? What did  

you feel? 

	● Shakespeare contrasts Athens (a place of order) with 
the forest (a place of freedom). How did you see the 
characters change as they moved between these 
places? Where were they the most content and happy? 

	● Director Celine Rosenthal believes Hermia is the 
protagonist of the play. How did other characters see 
Hermia’s identity? How did she view her own identity? 
Did these views change throughout the production? 

	● What ways did the character talk about or view 
romantic love? Do we still think of love in the same 
ways that Shakespeare did? What has changed? What 
has stayed the same?

	● What happens next? How do you think the characters 
transitioned from the free world of the forest back 
in the structured world of society? How were they 
changed? How do you think they changed the world 
after this experience?

PRE-SHOW 
	● What do you already know about Shakespeare? What 

do you know about Midsummer’s Nights Dream? 

	● In this production the forest becomes a place free from 
the structure and rules of society.  Is there any one 
place where you feel a truer sense of freedom, where 
ordinary rules and expectations don't apply? What 
about that place encourages freedom?

	● What is identity? How does one’s identity change 
depending on the places you are and the people you 
are with? Can someone’s identity change over time? 

	● What happens when people disagree with the laws 
of the land or the societal constructs? What are your 
options when you disagree with others?

	● How do you think Asolo Rep will translate this 
production written for the stage into one that is filmed 
with social distancing? Will this impact the type of 
story that is told? How?
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STANDARDS

THEATRE ELA

GRADE 
6-8

TH.68.C.2.4
TH.68.C.1.3
TH.68.H.1.5

LAFS.6.RL.1.3
LAFS.6.RL.3.7
LAFS.8.RL.1.2

GRADE 
9-10

TH.912.C.3.1
TH.910.C.1.6 
TH.910.C.1.7 

LAFS.910.RL.1.3
LAFS.910.RH.1.3

GRADE 
11-12

TH.912.H.1.4
TH.912.H.28

LAFS.112.RL.1.2
LAFS.1112.RL.3.7
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