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Being a member of the Guild gives 
us delightful opportunities to meet, 
interact with and learn from the 
cast, creative team and backstage 
crew of each of the productions 
at Asolo Rep. Last month these 

opportunities were splendid indeed as we began 
our season with an Inside Asolo Rep panel 
devoted to The Music Man.

Director Jeff Calhoun and Scenic & Costume 
Designer Tobin Ost discussed the artistic and 
technical decisions that guided the re-creation of 
the sights, sounds and sensibility of small town, 
Midwest America in 1912.

Director Calhoun explained that the writer, 
Meredith Willson, himself a midwesterner, 
wanted the audience to like the people of River 
City, appreciate their strengths and recognize their 
all-too-human foibles — but never laugh at them.

That led to the casting of Matt McGee as the 
Mayor’s wife, Eulalie. He was the only actor to 
audition who made everyone laugh, an ability 
that steals every scene in which he appears.

The lovely Britney Coleman (who is also a 
midwesterner), plays the heroine Marian Paroo, 
has the insight to discern the innate goodness 
in the conman Harold Hill and the charm to lead 
him to a life of small town virtue.

Guild Happenings  !
Commencing with this issue, this space will 
be dedicated to presenting all of the Guild’s 
upcoming programs and news right up front ! 

Come one, come all 
YOU are invited! 

It’s our annual holiday get together. 
Kicked off by the Play Readers’ rendition 
of A Nice Family Christmas, led by 
Paul Zeissler assisted by Dianne Brin. 
Come to the Frankel Annex at 9:30 AM 
on December 10th for coffee and 
conversation and stay for the reading 
and the festivities commencing 
thereafter. Can’t make it to the reading? 
We should be finished by 12:15 PM. 
Come to the party! Bring your favorite 
holiday treat to share. This promises to 
be a joyous *  (and low calorie) occasion!
 
         

*(You don’t have to count calories at the party 
because the food and drink are non-caloric ! 

They are part of the entertainment !)

continued



Noah Racey as Harold Hill, dazzles everyone with his tap dancing, but was very conscious of the 
iconic performance of Robert Preston - both on Broadway and in the movie. The pressure was on!

Before the production opened, Guild Members were able to dine with this sparkling cast and 

the entire crew at a wildly successful and gratefully appreciated buffet that stretched across the 
Mezzanine. One actor explained that this was her fourth production at a regional theatre this year 
and that she had never experienced such a warm and generous evening at any other location.

Finally, at the Designer Brunch, we heard from Tobin Ost on the creation of the rich and stylish 
costumes. Most of the fabrics are sourced in New York, where Tobin spent two days in one store 
made famous on Project Runway. Specialty shops provided the ribbons, sashes, hats and their 
adornments. Some roses in Eulalie’s hat cost $75 each while the fabric in Winthrop’s shorts pants 
cost more than that of a man’s suit. All very fascinating!

What great fun and a great learning experience for Guild Members. And we get to do it all again for 
the upcoming production of The Crucible, directed by Michael Donald Edwards. See you there!

 Pat

Asolo Rep Guild Memberships Are Now Available Online!
 Go to www.asolorep.org, where you will find the Guild button on the 
home page (you have to scroll down a little. At the moment, it’s below 
The Music Man video). 

Click the button, and you will be taken to the Guild page. Scroll down to 
“Membership Dues” and click the button labeled “Online Payments.” 
Scroll down to “Give Today. I want to engage with Asolo Rep.” Click 
the arrow at the far right of the box “Please Select.” The drop down 
menu includes choices for all types of donations; scroll down to all of the different levels 
of Guild dues. When you click on your choice, the amount appears in the next box. If this 
is the level of sponsorship you wish to select, click “Donate Now,” and you will be taken to 
“Shopping Cart and Checkout.” You know the drill from there.

Do you have a Guild-related question or problem? Take it to the top! 
Pat Anderson and June Aloia are ready to take your call
 to help you answer that question or solve that problem.

Pat Anderson: 941-504-4729
      June Aloia: 561-351-8109



President
Patricia Anderson .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 504-4729 
 patordickanderson@gmail.com
1st Vice President for Special Events
Glo Reber .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .355-3928 
 glolreber@aol.com
2nd Vice President/Membership
June Aloia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .561-351-8109
 jgabby5@gmail.com
3rd Vice President/Treasurer
Andrew Dixon .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 323-2222
 aldxon@juno.com
Past President
Joe Grande  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 358-0769
 fourjogran@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary                                 
Sharon Erickson.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 346-3279
 resesiesta@aol.com
Recording Secretary
Joe Conn  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 703-600-9617
 joeconn48@gmail.com

Standing Committees

Your Board of Directors for 2018-2019
Publicity
Nanette Crist .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 917-952-1227
 ncrist17@gmail.com
Hospitality
Louise Mazius . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..359-3623
 louisemazius@gmail.com
Member-at-Large

Carole Lieving.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..364-9686
 carolelieving@yahoo.com
Member-at-Large
Nancy Hanks .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .401-529-9894
  glanceatnance@outlook.com

The Guilder (newsletter) Editor
David Meyersburg . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 993-9756
 theguilder.dm@gmail.com
Play Readers Chair  
Dianne Brin .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 907-8121
 dibrin@aol.com
Play Readers Vice-Chair 
David Coe . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 929-6115
 acid666dove@hotmail.com

 is on facebook!  
be our facebook friend!

To be in the know, all you have to do is “like” the Asolo Rep Theatre Guild facebook page. 
It’s a great way to keep up with Guild news and share the fun with your friends and family.  

Pictures from Guild events can be sent to Publicity Chair Nanette Crist, at
ncrist17@gmail.com for inclusion on our page. 

Now you can share your Guild photos with your friends on facebook.

Check us out today ! Our facebook address is: Asolo Repertory Theatre Guild.
You can also find us via the theatre’s website: www.asolorep.org. Find our link-button:

“Deepen your theatre experience here.                                        “



The Herman and Sharon Frankel Asolo Rep Annex
On October 25th Asolo Rep dedicated the Herman and Sharon Frankel Asolo 
Rep Annex. The Frankel Annex will provide a much-needed “relief valve” for 
overflow from the theatre’s day-to-day operations.

As Asolo Rep grew, its administrative space began to burst at the seams. Staff could be 
found working three to an office or parked in hallways. Board meetings were often standing 
room only, and the theatre’s archives were stored in a less than user-friendly manner.

When Managing Director Linda 
DiGabriele spotted a building 
at the foot of the Ringling 
Center campus with a “for 
sale” sign out front, her heart 
skipped a beat. This would 
be the perfect solution to the 
theatre’s space problems. As 
an added benefit, signage for 
the new building would create 
a more visible presence 
for the theatre on Tamiami 
Trail. But how to secure the 
property?   Enter the 

Frankels!

Herman and Sharon Frankel have long been supporters of Asolo Rep. Mr. Frankel serves on the 
theatre’s Board of Directors, where he has co-chaired the Facilities Committee for more than a 
decade. As a result, he has a keen appreciation for the space issues confronting the theatre. 

In 2017 the Frankels made a major gift to Asolo Rep that made the purchase of the property 
a reality.

“The Frankel Annex is now employed as office space for the theatre’s artistic, education and 
community engagement teams. The building boasts ample space (hence its use as the new 
venue for the Guild’s Play Readers.) And the theatre’s archives can now be orgtanized in a way 
that will enable Asolo Rep to more easily access its history. 

A huge thanks to the Frankels for their generosity and commitment to Asolo Repertory Theatre.”
Tricia Mire, Director of Development

Michael Donald Edwards, Sharon and Herman Frankel and Linda DiGabriele
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Membership
I’m working with the theatre to get our directory out in December. It is important that I 
have your current information. Please email or call me if you have changed your street 

or email address.

It is easier than ever to pay your dues  ! Memberships run from October to October. If you paid 
over the summer or are a new member who joined after April, 2018, you are paid up. As a 
support organization for Asolo Rep our dues benefit the theatre’s educational and community 
outreach programs. Please consider joining at an “Angel” level if you can.

Please Welcome Our New Members
BarBara amato

Christine and Jonathan ButCher
BarBara and hal laeger

nanCie-lynn sheldon-martin and david martin
John matta

Annual Dues are:
$35 Regular Individual Membership/ $50 per couple

$110 *Sustaining Level Membership/ $125 per couple
$135 *Patron Level Membership/ $150 per couple

* At this level of membership, Asolo Rep bestows Angel status with associated privileges 

The membership form can be found in this (and every) issue of The Guilder, (and now, at 
www.asolorep.org). Please complete the printed form if: you are a new member, have a 
change in level of membership, need a name badge ($10 fee), or want to update your 
volunteering interests. Mail the form and your check to the address indicated on the form. If you 
wish to charge your membership dues, follow the instructions on the previous page, or call Frank 
Kelly at 351-9010 ext. 4714 with your credit card information. As always, I’m happy to accept your 
dues at any Guild meeting or function.

by June Aloia

I don’t know if we’ve ever had a Guild member 
make it into the Centennial Club, but we have one 
among us now! For those of you who didn’t know, 
June Aloia’s mother Celia Zubrycki just celebrated 
her one-hundredth birthday!      HAPPY 100th  
         BIRTHDAY CELIA !

right to left: Celia Zubrycki, daughter June Aloia 
and granddaughter Corinne Deckard.

100 !



 The Honor Roll 

*Peggy and Ken Abt - 
Co-Producers, Education and Community Engagement and Special Events

Joseph and June Aloia - Angels
*Patricia and Richard Anderson - Angels and Special Events

Ruth Barker - Directors’ Society and Special Events
Dianne and Hal Brin - Angels

Suzi Barbee - Angels
Kathryn and Jerome Chesley - Angels

Jerry and Joe Conn - Angels
Alexandra and Stephen Cooper - Angels

Cece and Denis Dwyer - Angels
Storm and Albert Elser - Major Support

Sharon Erickson - Angels
Ann Forwand - Angels
Rita Grissom - Angels

Joseph Grande - Angels
Nancy Hanks - Angels 
Kay Harper - Angels

Barbara Jacob - Directors’ Society, Fellowship and Special Events
Janice Kunkel - Angels and Fellowship

Susie and James Lamy - Angels
Jenique Leblonde - Angels

Marcella and Arthur Levin - Angels and Special Events
Terrie Linford - Angels

Lois Lucek - Angels
Anna Martin - Angels

Nancie-Lynn Sheldon-Martin and David Martin - Artistic Excellence Society 
Jennifer Meinert - Angels

Sandra Miranda - Angels and Special Events
Maralyn and Raymond Morrissey - Directors’ Society and Special Events

Ronald and Patrice Pantello - Special Events
Madeleine Poole - Angels

Mary and Joe Puncec - Angels
Gloria Reber - Special Events

Judy Rosemarin - Angels and Fellowship
Stephanie Shaw - Co-Producer and Special Events

Christina and Al Thieme - Angels
Penny Upton - Angels

Florence Wildner - Angels
Jan and Paul Zipper - Angels

Patron Members

The Guild proudly recognizes our members who make generous 
charitable gifts to Asolo Rep in addition to their membership dues.



Sustaining Members

*Kimberly Bleach - Angels and Special Events
Izetta Fields and Andrew Dixon - Angels

Carole and Edward Kay - Angels
Carole and Larry Lieving - Angels

Kathy and Tom Macdonald - Angels
Louise Mazius - Angels

Leneé and Conrad Owens - Angels
*Eva Slane - Crystal Society, Angels, Special Events and Fellowship

Cynthia Smyth - Angels
Barbara Young - Angels

Charles Albers and Julie Planck - Directors’ Society and Special Events
Bill Bordy - Angels

Janet Cantor - Angels
Stanley Cramer - Angels

*Linda DiGabriele and Gary Sweetman - Angels
Judy Hall - Angels

Karen and Bert Harris - Angels
Janet Huelster - Special Events
Vladimira Ivanisevic - Angels

Barbara Knode - Angels
Barbara and Hal Laeger - Angels

Helen Martin - Angels
John Matta - Angels

Gary McKinstry - Angels
Joseph Rhyne and Lou Richardson - Angels

Vicki Rudnitsky - Angels
Carole and Mal Schwartz - Angels and Fellowship

Marylin Stamberg - Angels
*Joan Wood - Co-Producer and Special Events

* These members have made generous gifts to Asolo Rep’s Endowment Fund in addition to their annual support.

Members



by Kathryn Chesley

Play Readers’ Corner
  Second Monday Morning—     
     October – April

November’s reading of The Foreigner led by 
Jenny Aldrich was a rollicking success. This is a 
potentially very funny play, and that was before the 
likes of Alan Brasington, Don Walker and Ray 
Crucet got ahold of it ! The fact that no one was 
rolling in the aisles 
pays tribute to the 
quality of chairs in 
the room ! To say 
that a good time 
was had by all is a 

gross understatement. 
Kudos go out to Jenny and her 

troupe of wonderfully talented readers.

         Next Meeting: 
             MONDAY, DECEMBER 10th

Join us at 9:30 AM in the Frankel Annex for coffee and 
catching up. The play reading will begin promptly at    10:00 AM. 
Dianne Brin will be leading for Paul Zeissler in the reading of 
the play, 
A Nice Family Christmas. Synopsis 
and roles: keep reading.
It’s Christmas Eve, and a young 
newspaper reporter, on the brink 

of being fired, has been assigned a last-chance story about a typical 
family Christmas — his family Christmas. He goes home to his recently 
widowed mother, his crazy uncle, his eccentric grandmother, his battling 
siblings and their neurotic spouses, who provide no shortage of material. 

David Coe, Eric Henry, Patty Kitching, Don Walker, Betty Robinson, David Meyersburg and Frank 
Motz. Note the new acoustic deadening panels behind the readers They are making a huge difference !

Alan Brasington, Ann Forwand and 
Ray Crucet

 

     D
on Walker and Betty Robinson

photography by Susan Mauntel

Neil Levine and Barb Alexander

Ray Crucet and Connie McManus



Play Readers Schedule for the Remainder of the Season
 January 14  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cahoots . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jack Mansbach and Frank Motz

 February 11 . . . . . . . . . . . A Bintel Brief . . . . . . . . . . . .  Alice Cotman

 March 11 . . . . . . . . . . . Homecoming . . . . . . . . . . . .  David Coe

 April 8 . . . . . . . . . .Dixie Swim Club  . . . . . . . . . .  Miriam Ring

 May 12 . . . . . . . . . .Annual Potpourri

One by one, we learn each family member’s secrets, problems, 
and dysfunctions, and when they learn that he’s writing an article 
with some very personal family information, the fruitcake hits the 
fan. The question is: Will the magic of Christmas bring this family 
back together?
Mom— sixties; always putting on a happy face; her goal is to keep 
the peace at this family event
Grandma— eighties; a real character; grew up in a huge family 
on a farm in North Dakota. She’s as tough as nails and wants 
everyone else in the family to be just as tough.
Michael— thirties; the older brother; a doctor; a little nerdy, but the  

favorite son; married to Jill.
Jill— thirties; Michael’s 
“trophy wife;” emotional 
and a little spacey; wants 
to make her marriage 
work. 
Stacy— twenties; the 
younger sister; nice, 
overlooked but not angry 
about it.
Uncle Bob— sixties; the 
“crazy uncle.”
Carl— twenties; the middle 
brother who grew up in the 

shadow of his older brother, Michael, and as a result he has a “little inferiority complex.”

Join some friends — or make some new ones  ! New members and new readers are always 
welcome. Hope to see YOU and your talents at our next meeting  !

Leader Jenny Aldrich Walker

Little did we know when we sat down just what a treat was in store for us!



Jenny Aldrich Walker, Alan Brasington, 
Neil Levine and Ray Crucet

Barb Alexander, Ray Crucet, Sharon Erickson, 
David Meyersburg and David Lionel

Play Readers Chair, Dianne Brin, announces this year’s 
choice for the One BOOk-One COmmunity celebration 
that Play Readers will present in conjunction with the 
Sarasota County Library System. The selection this 
year is Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann. 
The book documents the saga of the Oklahoma Osage 
Indians whose forced reservation land sat on a fortune 
in oil resources, how they were systematically murdered 
for their wealth, and the resultant “birth” of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.

David Meyersburg and Frank Motz

Jenny Aldrich Walker’s presentation materials: A complete 
presentation, and exceedingly well done!
left: notebook covers clearly identifying the play and the character 

to be read.
bottom left: “calling cards” identifying 
the part one has volunteered to 
read, handed out by an assistant (in 
this case, husband, Don Walker) 
so that each reader knows when, 
and which character, he or she is 
supposed to read
bottom right: the script: full 81/2” x 
11” page, easy to read with no stray 
markings or blackouts. Highlighting 
the scripts is optional.



Frankel Annex fronts on Tamiami Trail, US 41.

Frankel Annex as seen from the left turn lane of northbound 
Tamiami Trail.

The Frankel Annex is located one very short block south of the Ringling Center at the 
intersection of Tamiami Trail (US 41) and Beverly Drive. If you are approaching from the south, get 
into the left turn lane as you would to go to the theatre, but turn left at the first opportunity, which 
is Beverly Drive. There is a huge sign on the corner, 
and the building is on your left. The renovation of the 
property has been completed, and the spaces are 
attractive and comfortable. One enters the Frankel 
Annex from the parking lot, which is immediately 
behind the building. There are parking spaces for 
20 vehicles. Overflow parking is available just across 
the street from 
the main parking 
lot, on the grassy 
corner lot off 
Beverly Drive.

The red door leads directly into the coffee room.

 NAVIGATION TIPS:
Arriving from the south? Enter the left turn lane 
as though you are going to the theatre, but 
make the first available left into Beverly Drive.
Leaving towards the north or east? Head west 
on Beverly, turn right into Eastchester and right 
into Ringling Plaza. 

N

enter here
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Inside Asolo Rep
The November 1st meeting featured cast and crew from The Music Man. Had you been 
there, you would have been treated to a lively and informative morning’s entertainment.

The next Inside Asolo Rep will feature a panel discussion of The Crucible and A Doll’s 
House, Part 2, and is scheduled for Tuesday January 22, 2019. Mark your calendar and call 
the Box Office to reserve your free ticket... you won’t want to miss it!

Dramaturg Paul Adolphsen, 
Costume/Scenic Designer Tobin 
Ost, actors Briteny Coleman and 
Noah Racey and Director Jeff 
Calhoun 

Briteny Coleman, cast as Marian 
Paroo the Librarian, and Noah 
Racey as Harold Hill. Tobin Ost and Briteny Coleman 

Noah Racey

Noah Racey and Jeff Calhoun

photographs by Nanette Crist

The Music Man: Saying “don’t miss it” is like saying 
Sarasota “is just a run of the mill, southwest Florida town.”

Your editor has volunteered to usher at Asolo Rep this season and his first night out was 
Opening Night for The Music Man, a classic American musical. From start to finish, from top to 
bottom, from left to right, everything about this production is absolutely First Class. Paul McGill’s 
choreography is delightful and Jeff Calhoun’s direction makes the whole thing hang together very 
well. Tobin Ost’s scenic designs, produced with the exceptional craftsmanship of Asolo Rep’s 
Robert and Beverly Koski Production Center crew, are as creative as they are a delight to the eye, 
and his costumes are colorful and imaginative yet still feel period-correct. 

This is the third live performance of The Music Man that I have seen, and then there is the movie. 

This production puts them all to shame! DON’T MISS IT!   ;-) Ed



last name:         fi rst name:      
title:   Mr. ☐    Mrs. ☐ Ms. ☐       Dr. ☐ 
spouse’s name:             
local street address:            
city:          state    zip     
*email address:                 home phone:         
mobile phone:              •alternate home phone:      

* By providing an email address, you will automatically be sent the monthly newsletter to that address. If you would like
  to have a hard copy delivered by regular mail, please check this box. ❏�

Please order a Guild member name badge for me, printed as above, or as follows:
                     ❏ I understand that the badge will cost $10.

Volunteering is an essential part of being a Guild member. How would you like to be involved?
❑  COMMUNITY EVENTS: represent the Guild at various community events
❑  GUILD EVENT PLANNING: plan and execute events for Guild members
❑  PLAY READERS: perform in staged readings out in the community
❑  MEMBERSHIP: actively recruit new members and contact members to increase involvement
❑  ENVELOPE STUFFING PARTY: meet at Asolo Rep and make a party out of helping
❑  HOSPITALITY/GREETER: meet & greet new members and circulate during meetings and functions to make 

everyone feel welcome and involved
❑  STAFF CAST & CREW DINNERS: assist with registration, set up & clean up, or wine pouring
❑  NEWSLETTER/PHOTOGRAPHY: assist newsletter editor with articles and photographs for The Guilder
❑  ASSIST With STUDENT MATINEES: shepherding at student matinees—training required

ANNUAL DUES: 
(January 1st Renewal Deadline)

Please complete this form and send it with your 
check, payable to Asolo Repertory Theatre 
Guild, to:
 Asolo Repertory Theatre Guild
 Attn: Membership  Chair
 5555 North Tamiami Trail
 Sarasota, Florida 34243

 $35    Regular Individual Membership/$50 per couple
 $110  *Sustaining Level Membership/$125 per couple
 $135  *Patron Level Membership/$150 per couple
 *at this level of membership, Asolo Rep bestows Cherubim Angel  
   status, with all of the associated privileges.

 Please charge my Guild dues, in the amount of: $            
 to my: ☐  Visa ☐  Discover ☐  MC ☐  AmEx card

 name on card:             expires:      /    

 account number:                    

 signature:                  

You may call Frank Kelly at Asolo Rep and 
charge your membership dues by phone:

941-351-9010  ext. 4714, or visit
www.asolorep.org

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE 
new membership ☐     membership renewal ☐

  referred by:                                                           



In The Mertz Theatre

November 17th - December 29th                  Previews November 13th - 16th        

Book, Music and Lyrics by MEREDITH WILLSON
Based on a story by MEREDITH WILLSON and FRANKLIN LACEY
Directed by JEFF CALHOUN
 

“Enriched by time and all the more treasured.” – The New York Times

The Music Man was the sensation of Broadway when it opened in 1957 and 
scored six Tony Awards including Best Musical (beating out West Side Story). 
Sixty years later it’s still an American institution with its one-of-a-kind score 
including rousing marches, soaring ballads, and Willson’s famous snap-crackle-
pop vocal arrangements that could be considered the Broadway precursors to 
rap. Tony Award-nominated director (Newsies) Jeff Calhoun returns to helm the 
production and award-winning actor, dancer and choreographer Noah Racey 
(Pulse) returns to dazzle in the role of Harold Hill.

Noah Racey as Harold Hill   Photo by John Revisky



January 11th – March 10th        Previews January 9th and 10th

by Arthur Miller | Directed by Michael Donald Edwards

Spring, 1692. In the black of night, a Salem village reverend discovers a group of 
teenage girls dancing devilishly around a fire in the woods. When his daughter 
exhibits strange catatonic symptoms the following morning, the townsfolk are 
frenzied with tales of witchcraft. Deep-seated jealousy, deadly accusations, 
and seething resentments pit neighbor against neighbor and this God-fearing 
community is thrown into turmoil. A timeless allegory about morality and the 
devastating consequences when fear takes root in a community, The Crucible 
is Arthur Miller’s thinly veiled condemnation of the Communist “witch hunt” of 
his time. With powerful notions of faith, truth and integrity burning as feverishly 
today as the day it was written, this 1953 Tony Award-winning masterpiece of the 
American canon is a must-see.


