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ABOUT THE 
CONSERVATORY

Named one of the top 10 actor training 
programs in the country, the FSU/Asolo 
Conservatory for Actor Training is a three-year 
graduate program culminating in a Master of 
Fine Arts degree.

Only twelve students are chosen each year 
from the thousands who audition nationwide 
to work in a program that combines rigorous 
classroom training with guest artist workshops 
and professional  production experience. Upon 
graduation, all students are eligible to join 
Actors’ Equity Association Graduates of our 
program have appeared on and off Broadway, 
in regional theatres, in feature films and on 
television.

The program was initiated by the Florida State 
tUniversity School of Theatre in Tallahassee in 
1968 and moved to Sarasota five years later 
to establish a permanent relationship with the 
Asolo Repertory Theatre.

Greg Leaming

Andrei Malaev-Babel
Jonathan Epstein

Patricia Delorey
Eliza Ladd

Bill Bowers
David Brunetti

Don Bryn
Robert Westley

Mark Wheatley
Charmian Hoare

Patsy Rodenburg

Conservatory Director, 
Text Analysis
Acting I
Acting II
Voice and Speech 
Movement and Dance
Mime 
Musical Theatre Styles
Singing
Stage Combat

Coordinator
Voice
Voice and Text

London Theatre Studies Program

FACULTY

All students accepted to the Conservatory are 
awarded graduate assistantships that provide 
full tuition waivers and an annual stipend.

Costs for the London program, including tuition 
and housing, are fully funded and provided for 
each student.

FINANCES
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I am pleased that you are considering the 
FSU/Asolo Conservatory for Actor Training, 
named by the New York Times as one 
of the top 10 actor training programs in 
the country. The FSU/Asolo Conservatory 
combines rigorous classroom work with 
professional production experience and 
leaves the graduate ready to become a 
valuable and productive member of the 
theatrical profession. Our distinguished 
faculty of teaching artists have dedicated 
themselves to actor training, and our 
partnership with the Asolo Repertory 
Theatre, one of the finest professional 
theatres in America, provides each student 
with the opportunity to perform for an 
entire season in rotating repertory. Our 
own production season in the intimate 
Cook Theatre is devoted solely to the 
talents of our second year students. And 
each year our students travel to London 
for a summer of training with some 
of Britain’s leading artists. Actors who 
graduate from our program have the depth 
of skill and the list of accomplishments 
needed to succeed in this challenging but 
thrilling profession. Ours is one of the 
few remaining conservatory programs in 
this country. Our goal is to provide actors 
with a systematic approach to acting that 
will allow them to find the truth in all 
styles of performance, in all genres and 
in all rehearsal situations. The training is 
complemented with production seasons 
in the second and third year that allow the 
student to demonstrate mastery of this 
method in front of a sophisticated and 
appreciative audience. Look over these 
pages and learn about our extraordinary 
faculty, our strong curriculum, our partner 
institution the Asolo Repertory Theatre, 
and our unique London program. You’ll 
see the kind of work our students have 
been doing since graduation. That’s the 
real testament to the success of our 
program. The FSU/Asolo Conservatory 
for Actor Training can provide you with a 
unique opportunity to grow and develop 
as an actor. The work is demanding and 
the standards are high, but the results are 
worth it.

Greg Leaming, Director
FSU/Asolo Conservatory for Actor Training

A LETTER 
FROM THE 

CONSERVATORY 
DIRECTOR
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THE 
APPLICATION

PROCESS

STEP ONE: AUDITION FOR THE FSU/ASOLO CONSERVATORY

Private Audition & Interview: 

Private auditions are 20 minutes each and 
guarantee an opportunity to present work (two 
contrasting monologues: one classical and one 
contemporary) and interview with our faculty. 

To arrange a private audition, please visit:
www.asolorep.org/conservatory for instructions.

Please note that private auditions may be 
scheduled either in Sarasota or in cities where 
U/RTA auditions are being held.

For this year’s schedule of private auditions, please 
call 941-351-9010, ext.2316 or e-mail
jcourtemanche@fsu.edu

The University/Resident Theatre Association
(U/RTA) Unified Auditions:

U/RTA auditions allow students to audition for 
more than 40 different universities and resident 
theatre companies at one time for one fee. 
Because candidates are NOT guaranteed a private 
audition and interview with FSU/Asolo Conservatory 
faculty at U/RTAs, it is highly recommended that 
candidates interested specifically in the FSU/Asolo 
Conservatory arrange for one.

To learn more about U/RTA auditions, contact the 
U/RTA office in New York at 212-221-1130 or visit 
the website at www.urta.com.

Private auditions in U/RTA audition cities can be 
scheduled by contacting the FSU/Asolo Conservatory.
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THE APPLICATION PROCESS
CONT’D

After a candidate receives an offer from the FSU/Asolo Conservatory, they must apply for admission to the FSU 
Graduate School. 

Prerequisites for graduate admission are:

•  B.A. or its equivalent from an accredited college or university;

•  G.P.A. of 3.0 or better in upper-division courses in the candidate’s undergraduate program. If the G.P.A. 
is below 3.0, the Graduate Record Examination must be taken. A combined score of 1000 (verbal and 
quantitative) is necessary for admission.

STEP TWO: 
APPLY TO FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

Any questions about the audition/admission 
process can be answered by calling 

941-351-9010, ext. 2316 or by emailing
jcourtemanche@fsu.edu

QUESTIONS?
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THE PROGRAM
DETAILS & CURRICULUM

THE FIRST YEAR  focuses on establishing 
a foundation in acting, voice, movement and text 
analysis. The training emphasizes an acting technique 
based on Stanislavsky’s principles, and incorporates  
methods developed by Nikolai Demidov and Michael 
Chekhov. Because of the intense nature of the first 
year of training, students are not cast in productions. 
First-year students do begin their relationship with 
Asolo Repertory Theatre, however, by serving as 
understudies for the professional season.

CURRICULUM
ACTING|  Principles of acting technique, in-depth work on actor’s 
process and instrument, organic character facilitation techniques 
and scene study in contemporary American realism and Anton 
Chekhov.
VOICE|  Fundamentals of voice production, phonetics, articulation, 
speech, singing.
MOVEMENT|  Alignment, sensory awareness, movement 
fundamentals, impulse and action, combat and dance.
TEXT ANALYSIS|  Techniques of dramatic analysis, with an 
emphasis on methods useful to the actor.
REHEARSAL AND PERFORMANCE|  Understudy roles with the 
Asolo Repertory Theatre.

+ LONDON STUDY PROGRAM

THE SECOND YEAR is devoted to the 
application of the technique learned in the first year 
to plays outside of contemporary realism and to the 
employment of these techniques in performance. The 
curriculum emphasizes classical dramatic literature, 
particularly Shakespeare and heightened poetic 
texts, as well as modern masterpieces. Students 
in their second year perform roles in the four-play 
Cook Theatre season. Each production in the season 
is chosen to suit the talents of the students and to 
provide them with the opportunity to explore the 
techniques being taught in the class in front of a 
live audience. This series is presented in the Jane B. 
Cook Theatre as part of the Asolo Repertory Theatre 
subscription season.

CURRICULUM
ACTING|  The classical repertory, focusing on Shakespeare and 
heightened texts.
VOICE|  Verse forms, scansion, language structure analysis, 
dialects, advanced work on vocal instrument, continued work in 
singing.
MOVEMENT|  Object work, physical research and characterization, 
period style, advanced work in movement fundamentals, clown 
and mask work, dance, and combat.
REHEARSAL AND PERFORMANCE|   Roles in the Jane B. Cook 
Theatre season.

During May and June of the second year, FSU/Asolo 
Conservatory students take part in an intensive 
training session in the London Study Program, one 
of the most exciting aspects of the Conservatory 
curriculum. While living at the Florida State University 
London Study Center, located in the historic 
Bloomsbury area of central London, the students 
work with master teachers and internationally known 
artists, including Mark Wheatley, Patsy Rodenburg 
and Charmian Hoare. 

The training in London continues the second-year 
concentration on the classic repertoire with special 
focus on Shakespeare. In addition, students work 
on developing original material and exploring the 
dramaturgy of new work. The experience not only 
provides the students with concentrated acting and 
voice classes taught by master British teachers, but 
also allows the students to immerse themselves in 
the theatrical and cultural life of London.
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THE PROGRAM CONT’D
DETAILS

THE THIRD YEAR  In their final year of 
the program, students become associate members 
of the professional resident acting company of Asolo 
Repertory Theatre. Because the Asolo Rep produces 
in rotating repertory, each student is guaranteed 
the opportunity to perform in major productions 
alongside seasoned, professional artists. In addition, 
as part of the Asolo Rep’s New Stages tour, students 
tour statewide in an adaptation of a classic text, 
performing for students and community groups 
throughout the south. Students also prepare for 
entering the profession by creating a showcase 
mounted for theatrical professionals in New York. 
Guest artists and industry professionals instruct 
the students in the business of acting as well as 
commercial techniques, film/television workshops 
and audition skills. Through the Actors’ Equity 
Membership Candidate program, all students are 
eligible to join Equity upon completion of their three 
years at the FSU/Asolo Conservatory.
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Asolo Repertory Theatre is Florida’s 
premier professional theatre and one 
of the leading artistic organizations 
in the Southeastern United States. 
Asolo Rep is one of the only remaining 
theatres in this country performing 
in true rotating repertory, producing 
between 8 and 12 productions a 
year on three stages. Each season 
the theatre produces an eclectic mix 
of plays, ranging from celebrated 
classis to exciting contemporary plays. 
The theatre’s productions feature 
the talents of award-winning guest 
directors and designers, a resident 
company of professional actors and 
the gifted young actors in the third 
year of training at the FSU/Asolo 
Conservatory.

ABOUT
ASOLO REP
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Actors Theatre of Louisville 
All My Children 
The Arden Theatre 
Arizona Theatre Company 
Arkansas Repertory 
Theatre
Asolo Repertory Theatre 
Boardwalk Empire 
Broadway and Off 
Broadway Cape Playhouse 
Cincinnati Playhouse in the 
Park
Clarence Brown Theatre
Cleveland Playhouse 
Dorset Theatre Festival 
Drop Dead Diva
ER 
Gilmore Girls 

Hartford Stage Company 
The History Channel 
Huntington Theatre 
Company
Indiana Repertory 
Theatre 
Keen Theatre Company 
Law and Order 
Long Wharf Theatre 
Old Globe Theatre 

One Life to Live 
Orlando Shakespeare Festival
Pennsylvania Shakespeare 
Festival
Phantom of the Opera
Pulp Fiction 
Radio City Music Hall 
The Shakespeare Theatre, DC
Syracuse Stage 

Tennessee Repertory 
Theatre
Theatre Works, Hartford 
Theatre Works, Palo Alto 
The X-Files 
Theatre Virginia 
Titus 
Virginia Stage Company 
Walnut Street Theatre

& More!

CONTACT

ADMINSTRATIVE OFFICE: 
941 351.9010, EXT. 2316
jcourtemanche@fsu.edu

BOX OFFICE: 941 351.8000

FSU/Asolo Conservatory 
for Actor Training
5555 North Tamiami Trail,
Sarasota, FL 34243-2141

WHERE ARE OUR GRADS NOW?
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