
We are at that happy time in the season 
when all three plays in repertory have 
opened. This gives us a great opportunity 
to see some of our favorite actors display 
the full range of their abilities. 

In Murder on The Orient Express, Peggy 
Roeder plays an ice-veined Russian 
princess with a Czarist hauteur so wintry 
the audience can feel the blizzard that is 
starting to envelop the train. In contrast, 
Into the Breeches! finds her playing the 
appealing—if slightly dim and ditzy—
wife of the board president of a local 
theater. With the men off at war the 
theater is trying to mount a production 
of HenryV with an all-female company. 
Cast as Falstaff, that fat, roguish foil of 
the Prince, Peggy channels Groucho 
Marx to rollicking effect. Her performance 
is so witty that the audience burst into 
spontaneous applause right in the middle 
of the scene on opening night. Groucho 

has never been funnier.

Then there is Diana Coates, the alluring 
Countess in Orient Express whose hints 
of mystery cast a spell on the world’s 
greatest detective, Mr. Hercule Poirot. 
Into the Breeches! finds her far from her 
titled grandeur as a talented seamstress 
using her skills with a needle to help 
turn previously sheltered women into a 
fighting force with which to be reckoned.

Not to be outdone by the women, Matt  
DeCaro morphs from the villain on the 
train in Orient Express into a businessman 
in Breeches! Despite his crusty exterior, 
his character has a heart full of romantic 
love for his wife even when she’s 
sporting bushy eyebrows and a massive 
mustache. 

While it’s fun to see actors portray vastly 
different roles, there’s more to repertory 
than that. It’s also interesting to consider 
the ways the plays are connected. Each 
leaves the audience with a question 
to consider. Did justice prevail on that 
train in Orient Express? Did she or 
didn’t she in that editorial room in The 
Lifespan of a Fact? Did the women in 
Breeches! overcome the community’s 
sexist attitudes and mount a successful 
Henry V? The answers are in our—the 
audience’s—hands. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
NOW FOR THESE EXCITING 
UPCOMING EVENTS!  

MONDAY, MAR 2
Tour of Koski 
Production Center 
1009 Tellevast Rd., Sarasota
10:00 AM
Come see where the sets for 
Asolo Rep’s shows are made!

MONDAY, MAR 9
Play Readers Meeting 
Frankel Annex
  9:30 AM-Coffee & Conversation
10:00 AM-Lend Me A Tenor by 
Ken Ludwig. See the Play Readers’ 
Corner for more info.

TUESDAY, MAR 17
Cast & Crew Tech Dinner
The Great Leap 
Asolo Rep Theatre
4:45 PM
Come chat with – and feed – the 
hungry cast and crew!  

TUESDAY, MAR 31
Cast & Crew Tech Dinner
Knoxville 
Asolo Rep Theatre
4:45 PM
Come chat with – and feed – the 
hungry cast and crew!  

The cast of Into the Breeches! Photo by Cliff Roles.
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Be our 
Facebook friend!

To be in the know, all you have to 
do is “like” the Asolo Rep Theatre 
Guild Facebook page. It’s a great 
way to keep up with Guild news 

and share the fun with your friends 
and family. Photos from Guild events 

can be sent to Publicity Chair 
Nanette Crist at ncrist17@gmail.com 

for inclusion on our page.

Check us out today!
AsoloRepTheatreGuild

Take it to the top!
Pat Anderson and June Aloia are 

ready to take your call to 
help you answer that question 

or resolve that issue
related to the Guild.

PATRICIA ANDERSON
941-504-4729

JUNE ALOIA
561-351-8109
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hair. We had the chance to peruse 
Perdziola’s renderings of the costumes 
for Knoxville in a book that will serve as 
Michelle’s reference point as she gets 
deeper into her design for the show. (The 
costumes are gorgeous.)  

—The costume shop, headed by 
David Covach, was also hard at work 
on Knoxville. The muslin dresses in 
progress are used for fittings and are the 
precursors to the actual costumes. In 
addition to Knoxville, the shop is actively 
working on The Great Leap, with fittings 
for the cast in their shorty short basketball 
uniforms taking place this week.  

Hopefully you’ve gotten the sense that we 
loved every second of the tour! We came 
away not only full of new information but 
with a greater appreciation for all the hard 
work that goes into getting one of Asolo 
Rep’s stellar productions on stage. A 
huge thanks to Molly, Michelle and David 
for sharing their time and knowledge with 
the Guild.  

Behind the Scenes at Asolo Rep
By Nanette Crist
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Scotland in the theatre’s details, including 
paintings of the Scottish Highlands under 
the box seats and a Scottish thistle above 
one of the boxes (with a Florida orange 
blossom above the other). 

—You might wonder where the 
orchestra is situated for the lush 
musicals the Theatre produces. The 
apron of the stage and the first row of 
seats can be removed and–voila!–an 
orchestra pit is ready and waiting for the 
musicians. 

—Each set for a show in repertory 
must be able to be taken apart “like 
legos” (as Molly said) and stored offstage 
when another show is on deck. Seeing 
the gorgeous set for Murder on the Orient 
Express dismantled felt like a crime in and 
of itself. 

—Wig mistress Michelle Hart has 
approximately 1,000 wigs in stock for 
use in Asolo Rep productions. Still, the 
occasion does arise when she is required 
to build a wig herself. The strands for one 
wig–which may be human hair, synthetic 
hair or a combination of the two–can 
cost up to $1,000. She creates the wig 
by scalping an existing wig and then 
weaving the strands onto a net using a 
latch hook.  Building a crown typically 
takes 30 hours; a full wig can take up to 
two weeks to create. 
   Michelle was at work on Knoxville 
after talking with costume designer 
Bob Perdziola about his vision for the 
characters’ hair colors and styles and 
whether any of the men will boast facial 

Guild members new and old were recently 
treated to a backstage tour of the Theatre 
led by Development Associate Molly 
Maginn. It was a bit like herding cats as 
Molly tried to keep her wards moving; 
there was so much to see and enjoy that 
we all wanted to linger!  

Molly and the other folks we met along 
the way imparted so much information 
that it’s impossible to share in our limited 
space. Read on for some of the highlights. 

—The beautiful interior of the 
Mertz Theatre was purchased and 
reconstructed from the Dunfermline 
Opera House in Scotland after Vic 
Meyrich put out a global call for a theater 
no longer in use. (Talk about thinking 
outside of the box!)  Audience members 
who look carefully can find some nods to 

Above: Costume Shop Manager 
David Covach; Below: The costume 
shop is hard at work on Knoxville.Molly Maginn leads backstage tour

Wig mistress Michelle Hart



The fun continues!
I hope you were able to join us for the Backstage Tour of the Theatre. It was great 
fun, and events like these are special perks of being a Guild member. Happily, we 
have another great tour coming up just around the corner…

Join us at The Koski Production Center for a tour on Monday, March 2, at 
10:00 AM. The Center is located at 1009 Tellavast Road (near the airport). 
Our guest speaker will be Vic Meyrich, Director of Production and Operations. The 
tour will be particularly interesting this year since it will include the new building.

Also on the horizon are tech night potluck dinners for two upcoming shows. The 
first will take place on Tuesday, March 17, for the cast and crew of The Great Leap. 
Just two weeks later, on March 31, we’ll be back on the mezzanine for dinner with 
the cast and crew of Knoxville. Mark your calendars now! For future reference, 
you can go to the “Events” section of the Guild’s Facebook page to check what’s 
coming up. It’s a great resource!

If you haven’t paid your 2019-2020 Guild dues yet, please do so! You can pay 
online or bring a check to any of our events. I’m in the process of getting the new 
directory out and you don’t want to be left off. And for any of you who have had 
changes in your information in the last year, please email me the details so I can 
make sure your entry is accurate.

Please welcome our new members!
Betty Comora | Marianne Kilkenny | Ruth Ann Kinney

I also wanted to mention a lovely comment about the Guild that we received on 
Facebook from new member Judy Glass. She said, “In addition to the opportunity 
to share my love for the theater, the [Guild] members are the warmest, nicest group 
I’ve met since relocating to Florida.” High praise indeed! Thanks for the compliment, 
Judy, and thanks to all the Guild members who make our group so special. 

See you soon!

By June Aloia GUILD 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Memberships 
are available online 
at asolorep.org!

1 Click the Guild banner (shown 
below) on the home page. Scroll 
down to MEMBERSHIP DUES.

2 Click on ONLINE PAYMENTS.

3 Scroll down to GIVE TODAY. 

4 PLEASE SELECT This drop 
down menu includes choices for 
ALL types of donations.

5 Choose GUILD DUES 
and select level of membership. 
The dollar amount appears in 
the next box.

6 Choose DONATE NOW
and you will be taken to the 
Shopping Cart and Checkout.
Fill in with your credit card 
information.

04

More photos from the Backstage Tour!

Left to right: Out-of-service Orient 
Express dining car; Where else to keep a 
ruff when not in use?; “Harmony” mural 
on the ceiling of the Mertz Theatre. 
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Peggy and Ken Abt–Education & Engagement, 
Special Events, Patron Members

Charles Albers and Julie Planck–Directors’ Society, 
Special Events, Sustaining Members

June and Joseph Aloia–Patron Members
*Patricia and Richard Anderson–AES, 

Special Events, Patron Members
Suzi Barbee–Patron Member

Ruth Barker–Directors’ Society, 
Special Events, Patron Member

Kimberly Bleach–Special Events, Sustaining Member
Ruth Bolin–Sustaining Member

Dianne and Hal Brin–Sustaining Members
Jerome and Kathryn Chesley

–London Program, Patron Members
Gerry and Joe Conn–Patron Members

Alexandra and Stephen Cooper–Patron Members
Stanley Cramer

Nanette Crist–Student Fellowship, Sustaining Member
Lisa Cuker and Jim Caldwell–Patron Members

*Linda DiGabriele and Gary Sweetman
Cece and Denis Dwyer–Patron Members

Sharon and Ron Erickson–Patron Members
Vicky Feazell–Patron Member

Sandy Fink–Sustaining Member
Izetta Fields and Andrew Dixon–Sustaining Members

Ann Forwand–Patron Member
Joanna Glass and Roger Stover–Patron Members

Jill and Jacob Goodwin–Sustaining Members
Judy Hall

Nancy Hanks–Patron Member
Karen and Bert Harris

Barbara Horowitz–Sustaining Member
Janet Huelster–Special Events

Barbara Knode
Janice Kunkel–Student Fellowship, Patron Member

Barbara and Hal Laeger–Special Events
Patricia Lavin–Patron Member

Jenique Leblonde–Patron Member
Marcella and Arthur Levin–Special Events, 

London Program, Patron Members
Carole and Larry Lieving–Sustaining Members

GUILD 

HONOR ROLL

*These members have made generous gifts to Asolo Rep’s Endowment Fund in addition to their annual support.

The Guild proudly recognizes our members 
who make generous charitable gifts to Asolo Rep 
above their regular membership dues. All of these 
members are Angels; additional statuses are noted.

Lois Lucek–Sustaining Member
Anna Martin–Patron Member
John A. Matta–Co-Producer

Louise Mazius–London Program, Sustaining Member
Leanne McKaig–Sustaining Member

Mary Ellen and Frank McMahon-Patron Members
Jennifer Meinert–Patron Member

David Meyersburg–Sustaining Member
Sandy Miranda–Special Events, Sustaining Member

Maralyn and Raymond Morrissey–Directors’ Society, Special 
Events, Patron Members

Karen and Dennis Nee–Sustaining Members
Terry Neis and Evans Tilles–Sustaining Members
Lenee and Conrad Owens–Sustaining Members

Madeleine Poole–Patron Member
Mary and Joe Puncec–Patron Members

Glo and Richard Reber–Special Events, Patron Members
Lou Richardson–Sustaining Member
Vicki Rudnitsky–Sustaining Member
Stephanie Sarnoff–Patron Member

Carole and Mal Schwartz–Student Fellowship
Stephanie Shaw–Co-Producer, Special Events, 

Patron Member
Gail Siegfried– Sustaining Member

*Eva Slane–Crystal Society, Special Events, Student Fellowship, 
Sustaining Member

Anne and Alex Smith–Patron Members
Cynthia Smith–Sustaining Member

Marilyn Stamberg
Penny Upton–Patron Member

Jenny and Don Walker–Patron Members
Marysue and Leon Wechsler–Co-Producers, 
Education & Engagement, Student Fellowship, 

Special Events, Patron Member
Barbara Young–Patron Member

Alicia Wicklifee and Vincent Zappacosta–Patron Members
Florence Wildner–Patron Member

*Joan Wood–Co-Producer, Special Events
Jan and Paul Zipper–Patron Members



We are family!
It’s an apt theme given our February play Over the River 
and Through the Woods by Joe DiPietro. 

Director Frank Motz steered a talented bunch of play 
readers through a very snappy delivery of some very funny 
lines. Isn’t it fun to laugh at ourselves, really, as there is 
so much in that script to relate to? As they say, we laughed ’til 
we cried. A touching ending rendered us teary-eyed—cast and audience 
alike. We play readers need a good audience, so thanks to everyone who 
turned out.

Scattered among us Usual Suspects were some wonderful new faces of 
actors and audience members. Hence our focus on the photo page this 
issue is on the newbies, with a smattering of the old guard mixed in.

Preceding the play, Vice Chair David Coe gave us a warm welcome, followed 
by several important announcements:

—Member-At-Large Carole Lieving encouraged us to READ the Guilder 
newsletter and then PRINT it for easy access to lists of our many activities. 
Don’t miss out on the fun at Inside Asolo Rep and cast/crew potlucks!
—David Meyersburg presented two colorful banners of prose and pix 
about our organization that were designed for placement in the lobby and at 
outreach locations.
—Returning member Betty Comora recounted how she was happily 
drafted into performing Over the River and Through the Woods for the 
outreach program 18 years ago!
—Frank Motz recruited members for his committee to choose future plays 
for our monthly meetings. If you are interested in participating, contact him 
at fmotz@neo.rr.
—And, as always, Louise Mazius delighted us with her apple crisp.

Our next gathering will take place Monday, March 9, 9:30 til noon, back 
at the Frankel Annex. The featured play will be Lend Me a Tenor by Ken 
Ludwig, directed by Paul Zeissler.  See the Play Readers’ Calendar for more 
information.

Our April 13 meeting will be Potpourri. 
It’s a chance for Guild members to show off 
their acting, singing and even dancing skills. 
No performance may be longer than five 
minutes per person, and there will be a limit 
of 18 performers. Stay tuned for details on 
registration for this fun event. 

See you soon!

GUILD 

PLAY READERS'
CORNER

By Susan Mauntel
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Article and Photographs by Susan Mauntel

Nancy Hanks and Bill BordyFrank Motz and Jim Caldwell

Louise Mazius

Nancy Hanks, Bill Bordy and Jan Zipper



Roger Lippincot
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Frank Motz with the new Guild banner Paulette Handelsman and Margo Drewis

Paula Bitzer and Lenee Owens Patty Kitching and Betty Comora Jane Ruiter and Jean Ochs

David Lionel Betty Comora Stevie Rawlings with Robert and Helen Mintzes

Roger Lippincot and Barbara Knode David Coe David Meyersburg



GUILD 

PLAY READERS'
CALENDAR
NEXT MEETING 
MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2020
Frankel Annex
  9:30 AM | Coffee and Conversation
10:00 AM | Paul Zeissler will lead a reading of 
 Lend Me A Tenor by Ken Ludwig

SYNOPSIS: On a very important night for the Cleveland 
Grand Opera Company, the world famous tenor Tito Mirelli 
is set to perform the starring role in Othello. Henry Saunders, the 
Company’s General Manager, is beyond stressed about everything turning 
out right and insists that his assistant Max—a nervous young fellow and 
secret tenor extraordinaire—watch over Tito’s every move to ensure smooth 
sailing. After a huge fight with his fiery Italian wife Maria, Tito receives a 
double dose of tranquilizers through a series of mishaps. Throw in Diana, 
an ambitious, female co-star, and Maggie, Max’s giddy girlfriend, and you 
have a recipe for comedic disaster. Max navigates the company through 
one catastrophe after the next—an angry wife, a presumed death, crazy 
costumes, secret sex romps and loads and loads of slamming doors and 
mistaken identities—and, ultimately, takes on the role of Othello to great 
effect. Together, Max and Saunders find a way to save the Company’s big 
night in grand, farcical fashion.

CAST | Seven
Tito Mirelli: 40s, Italian tenor
Saunders: Late 50s, Cleveland Opera Company General Manager with 
bottom line mentality
Maria: Tito’s totally jealous wife 
Maggie: Early 20s, opera/Tito groupie who needs a “fling” before she 
gets serious about a boyfriend
Max: Early 20s, Saunders’ helper, Maggie’s wannabe boyfriend, excellent 
(but untried) tenor
Diana: Cleveland Opera Company star soprano
Narrator: Inserts all the frantic stage notes to keep the door slamming, 
frantic pace a reality in readers’ theatre
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PUBLIC
OUTREACH 
PROGRAM
This year’s One Book/One Community 
selection is “The Radium Girls: The 
Dark Story of America’s Shining Girls” 
by Kate Moore. The book tells the chilling 
true story of the young women employed 
to paint watch faces and military dials 
using radium, a sparkly new chemical 
discovered by the Curies. As time 
passed, many of the women succumbed 
to mysterious ailments. The cause? The 
radium that the U.S. Surgeon General 
called a “mythological super being.” 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19
1:00 PM | North Port Library
13800 S. Tamiami Trail, North Port

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
12:00 NOON | Selby Library 
1331 First St., Sarasota

MONDAY, MARCH 30
2:00 PM | Jacaranda Library 
4143 Woodmere Park Blvd., Venice

TUESDAY, MARCH 31
2:00 PM | Fruitville Library 
100 Coburn Rd., Sarasota

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8
1:00 PM | Gulf Gate Library
7112 Curtiss Ave., Sarasota

TUESDAY, APRIL 14
2:00 PM | Shannon Staub Library 
4675 Career Lane, North Port

Come out and support our Play Readers 
as they present an adapted version of 
“The Radium Girls” for local audiences! 

Member-at-Large Carole Lieving at the Play Readers’ meeting

Upcoming Play Readers'
Meetings
APRIL 13, 2020
Potpourri Show off your acting, singing 
and even dancing skills. Five minutes max 
per person, with a limit of 18 performers. 
Watch your inbox for details! 

MAY 11, 2020
Born Yesterday by Garson Kanin 
Directed by Jan Zipper and Dianne Brin



09

Our potluck dinners for the cast and crew of Asolo Rep’s shows 
are always great fun (not to mention fattening!)  The dinner for Into 
the Breeches! was no exception. Guild members enjoyed both 
showing off their culinary skills and talking with the (mostly) female 
cast and the creative and tech folks who make it all possible. 

We especially love the picture of Peggy Roeder, who plays 
Winifred Snow, with Celia Zubrycki, our own centenarian Guild 
member. (Celia also happens to be June’s mother and Corinne’s 
grandmother.) We wonder who was telling whom stories!  

Mark your calendars now for the cast and crew tech dinners for The 
Great Leap on March 17 and Knoxville on March 31.  

See you there!

The Guild Steps into 
the Breeches of Hunger 
Photos by June Aloia

“A BIG-HEARTED COMEDY
about being bold and taking risks.”

Peggy Roeder (Winifred Snow) and Celia Zubrycki

Sharon Erickson and Suzi Barbee

Sydney Ladendecker, Madeline Maby (Maggie) 
and Matt DeCaro (Ellsworth Snow)

Glo Reber and 
Marianne Kilkenny

Robert Mark Morgan (set design), 
Britney Biddle and Corinne Deckard

Jennifer Meinert and June AloiaRuth Ann Kinney and Florence WildnerGerry and Joe Conn with Judy Glass

Ca
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As the mezzanine filled with Guild members and food, it was a scene 
similar to others we’ve seen over the course of the season. The 
occasion was not a potluck for the cast and crew of a show, however. 
Instead, it was our annual welcome reception for new Guild members. 

The reception followed a fun backstage tour led by Development 
Associate Molly Maginn. And while the tour was the highlight, it was 
just part of the orientation provided to our new members. They also 
learned about the Guild and the Theatre from our always enthusiastic 
President Pat Anderson, our always welcoming membership chair June 
Aloia and our always efficient special events chair Glo Reber. 

Asolo Rep staff chimed in as well. General Manager Corinne Deckard, 
who’s been with Asolo Rep for 17 years, praised the support the Guild 
gives the Theatre and noted how much she enjoys working on Guild 
events with her mom June. Then Literary Manager and Dramaturg 
James Monaghan was up. (Yes, Pat, we all know what the word 
“dramaturg” means.) James got some brownie points by mentioning 
not once, but twice, how he always gets the best questions from Guild 
members at panel discussions and talkbacks. 

Thanks to everyone who made the reception happen. And welcome, 
again, to all our new members.

Giving Our Newbies a Proper 
Guild Welcome
By Nanette Crist

Betty Ferguson and Barbara Young

Molly Maginn and Glo Reber

Roger Lippincot, Judy Fine and David Lionel

Jim Caldwell and Lisa Cuker

Betty Ferguson and Barbara Young

Mary May, Jan Mallory-Wood and Betty Comora

Stevie Rawlings and Marianne Kilkenny Bob and Pam Kaufman



CONTACT INFORMATION  Please print

Mr.   Mrs.   Ms.   Dr.                                            Referred by

Name

Spouse’s Name

Address

City                                                   State                     Zip

Mobile Phone                                                                      Alternate Phone

*Email
	

Guild Member Name Badge
               Yes, I would like to order a Guild Member name badge (for $10), printed as above 

VOLUNTEERING The Guild’s many volunteers make our exciting events possible. Let us know how you would like to be involved.

Guild Event Planning: Plan and execute events for Guild members 
 Play Readers: Perform in staged readings out in the community
Membership: Actively recruit new members and contact members to increase involvement
Hospitality: Meet and greet members, circulate during meetings/functions, make everyone feel welcome and involved
Cast & Crew Dinners: Assist with registration, set up and tear down
Newsletter: Assist editor of The Guilder with articles and photography

MEMBERSHIPasolorepGuild

ANNUAL DUES
BY MAIL: Return form with check to Asolo Rep Guild, Attention: 
Membership Chair, 5555 North Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34243 

BY PHONE: Call Frank Kelly at 941-351-9010 ext. 4714
and charge your membership dues

ONLINE: Go to asolorep.org/support-us/individual-giving,
click on "Donate Now" button and scroll down to "Guild Dues."

ANNUAL DUES

REGULAR / INDIVIDUAL $35 $50 per couple 

SUSTAINING* LEVEL $110 $125 per couple 

PATRON* LEVEL $135 $150 per couple

 

*At this level of membership, Asolo Rep bestows Cherubim 
  Angel status with associated priveileges

RETURN FORM TO:  Asolo Rep Guild  |  Attention: Membership Chair  |  5555 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34243

Name on card

Account #

Expires     /      /        Verification #

Signature

	Check enclosed for $

PAYMENT OPTIONS Select one method of payment.

	Credit Card for $

VISA    MC    AMEX    DISCOVER  (circle one)

	NEW MEMBERSHIP   	RENEWALDATE

*By providing an email address, you will automatically be sent the monthly newsletter to that address.  
  If you would like to have a hard copy delivered by regular mail, please check this box. 

November 1– October 31 
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Sponsors

Virginia B.
Toulmin

Foundation

EVENTS | OFFERINGS

Take advantage of the Asolo Rep
2020 programming.

THE SCOOP
Pre-show talk 1 hour before curtain – FREE 
(Opening Nights excluded)

TUESDAY TALKBACKS
Post-show discussion with featured actors 
following the performance – FREE
Murder on the Orient Express
March 3

box office: 941-351-8000  |  800-361-8388  |  asolorep.org

Adapted by KEN LUDWIG | Directed by PETER AMSTER

EVENTS | OFFERINGS

Take advantage of the Asolo Rep
2020 programming.

THE SCOOP
Pre-show talk 1 hour before curtain – FREE 
(Opening Nights excluded)

HERALD-TRIBUNE TALKBACKS
Through the Eyes of A Critic
Post-show discussion with Jay Handelman 
The Lifespan of a Fact
March 17

Virginia B.
Toulmin

Foundation

Sponsors

NOW THRU – MARCH 8

By JEREMY KAREKEN & DAVID MURRELL and GORDON FARRELL
Directed by CELINE ROSENTHAL

NOW THRU – MARCH 19
By JEREMY KAREKEN & DAVID MURRELL and GORDON FARRELL

Directed by CELINE ROSENTHAL



THE SHOW  
MUST GO ON
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EVENTS | OFFERINGS

Take advantage of the Asolo Rep
2020 programming.

THE SCOOP
Pre-show talk 1 hour before curtain – FREE 
(Opening Nights excluded)

HERALD TRIBUNE TALKBACKS
Through the Eyes of A Critic
Post-show discussion with Jay Handelman 
Into the Breeches!
March 10

box office: 941-351-8000  |  800-361-8388  |  asolorep.org

By GEORGE BRANT | Directed by LAURA KEPLEY

EVENTS | OFFERINGS

Take advantage of the Asolo Rep
2020 programming.

THE SCOOP
Pre-show talk 1 hour before curtain – FREE 
(Opening Nights excluded)

TUESDAY TALKBACKS
March 24, 31; April 7, 14
Following the performance — FREE

SUNDAY SALON
March 29 Following the performance — FREE

Virginia B.
Toulmin

Foundation

Sponsors

NOW THRU – MARCH 21

By JEREMY KAREKEN & DAVID MURRELL and GORDON FARRELL
Directed by CELINE ROSENTHAL

IN THE COOK THEATRE   MARCH 18 – APRIL 11

Sponsors

Virginia B.
Toulmin

Foundation

Mar. 17
A GUILD EVENT!

Cast & Crew

TECH DINNER

THE GREAT LEAP



“Taps into the 
American soul”

— Stephen Flaherty

box office: 941-351-8000  |  800-361-8388  |  asolorep.org

Book by FRANK GALATI | Music by STEPHEN FLAHERTY
Lyrics by LYNN AHRENS
Based on the novel A Death in the Family by JAMES AGEE
Based, in part, on the play All the Way Home by TAD MOSEL 
Directed by FRANK GALATI

This moving and innovative new musical reunites the dynamic 
Tony-Award® winning creative team behind Ragtime, one of 
the most beloved musicals of all time. Based on James Agee’s 
autobiographical Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, the story begins on a 
quiet night in the foothills of Tennessee’s Smoky Mountains, where 
Jay Follett stands with his son Rufus, watching the trains and talking 
about life. Later, an unexpected turn of events leaves Rufus’ family 
spinning. A powerful illumination of the forces that shape who we 
are, Knoxville is a universal coming-of-age story about family, faith 
and love—and about the boy who will grow up to write it. With a 
sweeping musical score blending folk, bluegrass and ballads, this 
world premiere is a must-see event!

APRIL 10 – 25
Previews begin April 3

EVENTS | OFFERINGS

Take advantage of the 
Asolo Rep 2020 programming.

THE SCOOP
Pre-show talk 1 hour before curtain – FREE 
(excludes Opening Night April 10) 

TUESDAY TALKBACKS
April 14
Following the performance – FREE

SUNDAY SALON
April 19 | Following the performance – 
FREE

INSIDE ASOLO REP
Tuesday, April 21 – 11am
Cook Theatre - $5
Insights into the artistic process
10:30am  coffee and pastries in the lobby 
Free for donors and Guild members.

HERALD-TRIBUNE TALKBACKS
Through the Eyes of A Critic
Post-show discussion with Jay Handelman 
Knoxville
April 21

Virginia B.
Toulmin

Foundation

14

WORLD PREMIERE MUSICAL

The World Premiere of Knoxville is made possible by a 
generous grant from The Roy Cockrum Foundation.

Sponsors

Contains mature themes. Recommended for age 10+.

Mar. 31

A GUILD EVENT!

Cast & Crew

TECH DINNER

KNOXVILLE



AT MARIE SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS

NOW – MAR 8, 2020
By Sarah Ruhl
Directed by Peter Amster

In a quiet café, an unsuspecting woman, irked by 
an insistently ringing cell phone, discovers that its 
owner is, in fact, dead. She decides to answer the call 
and finds herself on a film-noir odyssey through the 
sinister and wacky life he left behind.

APR 8 – 25, 2020 Preview Apr 7
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Jonathan Epstein

A star-crossed couple, more in love than they knew was 
possible, are ultimately undone in the midst of the un-
yielding feud of their families. Filled with life, passion, 
laughter, tears and, perhaps, the most romantic poetry 
in all of literature.

SINGLE TICKETS
$32 EACH

SUBSCRIPTIONS
$100 4-PLAY

See all four FSU/Asolo Conservatory for Actor Training  
productions for $100. Or, purchase four flex tickets to be used 
in any combination for the 2019-20 Conservatory season.

Tickets on sale at asolorep.org/conservatory | 941.351.8000 | 800.361.8388

2019/2020 schedule

FSU/ASOLO CONSERVATORY 
FOR ACTOR TRAINING
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“Pleasantly 
disconnected 
from reality”

— Marty Fugate, Observer



SPONSORS

Asolo Rep GUILD
FSU Center for the Performing Arts
5555 N. Tamiami Trail  
Sarasota, FL  34243

TheTheGGuilderuilder

GAIN INSIGHTS
MEET ARTISTS
BE INSPIRED

MARCH  2020

INSIDE
asolorep

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Join Dramaturg & Literary Manager James Monaghan as he 
talks with actors and other members of the creative team.
 
Tuesday, April 21– Knoxville

Every Asolo Rep production requires at least one  
12-hour day from its actors and crew for a tech run-
through. To break up this grueling marathon, Guilders 
provide a sumptuous potluck feast for them. Sitting 
across the table hearing stories about their lives in the 
theatre brings the artists up close and personal. These 
events have become actor favorites!

Come glimpse what goes on behind the curtain in this special 
series featuring directors, designers, and other creative artists 
from Asolo Rep’s dazzling productions. All sessions take 
place in the morning following a Guild-sponsored coffee and a 
short business meeting. FREE for donors and Guild members. 
Learn more at asolorep.org/inside.

GUILD EVENTS!

Cast & Crew
TECH DINNERS

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Tuesday, March 17 – The Great Leap

Tuesday, March 31 – Knoxville

Tuesday, May 5 – Hood: A Robin Hood 
                                       Musical Adventure


