
 

 

 

 

 

Theater Review: Shakespeare in Love 
Dennis Maley Sunday, Jan 21, 2018 

 

SARASOTA— A slate of top notch talent from 
Chicago helps the Asolo Repertory Theatre put on 
a Broadway-worthy production of Shakespeare in 
Love, which recently opened at Mertz Theater in 
the FSU Center for the Performing Arts. 
 
Adapting a film to a play doesn’t always go well, 
especially if it’s a particularly good film. However, 
Lee Hall’s adaptation of the Oscar-winning 1998 
film manages to successfully transfer a beloved 
story from screen to stage by adding just enough 
to replace that which cannot be maintained in the 
new medium. The result is an entertaining 
interpretation that is sure to leave fans of the film 
with the impression that much was gained in the 
venture. 
 
The story revolves around an imaginary love affair 
between Viola de Lesseps and Shakespeare, 
who's a young and relatively unsuccessful 
playwright at this point. Viola lives for the theatre 
and longs to take center stage, though not only is it 
a medium thought beneath someone of her 
station, it is still illegal for women to perform.  
 
She has a run-in with Shakespeare as he struggles with writer's block while trying to pen 
what is to be a light comedy, and her allure instead inspires Romeo and Juliet—though the 
work has been simultaneously promised to two cash-strapped producers. 
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Chicago-based Laura Rook is delightful as Viola, the character for which Gwyneth Paltrow 
was awarded an Oscar for Best Actress in the film version. Fellow Chicagoan Jordan Brown 
is nothing short of superb as the bard himself, and Matt Mueller gives a fantastic turn as his 
friend and rival Kit Marlowe. Brandon Dahlquist is perfectly contemptible as Viola’s arranged 
fiance, Wessex, while Nate Burger is also quite good as prominent actor Ned Alleyn. 
 
Broadway vet Jack Wetherall is spot on as Rose Theatre owner, Henslow, while David 
Lively is uproariously funny as his financial backer, Fenneyman.  
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The company’s own veterans once again show that they can hold their own and then some 
on any stage with very strong performances by the always stalwart David Breitbarth as rival 
theater owner, Burbage, Peggy Roeder as Queen Elizabeth, and Matt Decaro as Viola’s 
incensed father.  
 
Rounding out the 27-member cast are a number of third-year students from the FSU Asolo 
Conservatory for Actor Training, and of course the stage debut of Sting, as the dog. Rachel 
Rockwell, also in from Chicago to direct, manages a perfectly even and balanced 
performance, no small feat with such a large ensemble cast whose experience levels varied 
greatly.  
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Shakespeare in Love runs in rotating repertory through March 18. Visit the Asolo website for 
ticket and schedule information. 
 

 

 

http://www.asolorep.org/

